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Prevention Committee Meeting 

Florida Department of Health in Miami-Dade County,  

1350 NW 14th Street, Conference Room 401, Miami, FL 33125 

April 25, 2019 
Approved July 25, 2019 

     

I. Call to Order/Introductions             

 

The Chair, Karen Iglesias, called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. She welcomed everyone and asked for 

introductions.   

 

II. Resource Persons               

 

The Vice Chair, Brady Bennett, requested Behavioral Science Research (BSR) staff identify themselves as resource 

individuals and reminded all attendees to sign in. 

 

III. Review/Approve Agenda                       
 

Members reviewed the agenda.  There were no additions or corrections. 

 

Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

Moved: Rodney Branch    Seconded: Angela Mooss Motion: Passed   

 Members Present Absent  Guests 

1 Bannister, Christina  x  Bahamon, Monica  

2 Bennett, Brady x   Bouciquot, Jean-Michael  

3 Branch, Rodney x   Darlington, Tajma  

4 Conyers, Tamar  x  Daumervil, Schedline  

5 Duberli, Francesco x   Ferrer, Luigi  

6 Forrest, David x   Gallo, Giselle  

7 Iglesias, Karen x   Gonzalez-Duarte, Manuel  

8 Kubilus, Barbara x   Larios, Alejandro  

9 Ledain, Ron x   Melbourne, Heather  

10 Lee, Aquilla  x  Munoz, Virginia  

11 Monestime, Roselaine x   Rojas, Vanessa  

12 Mooss, Angela x   Rosaly, Cely  

13 Reynolds, Brandon  x  Saxena, Praveena  
14 Richardson, Ashley  x  Ramanathan, Avani  

15 Rodriguez, Belissa  x  Wynn, Joey  

16 Shmuels, Diego x     

17 Zayas, Matilde  x    

18 Vacant      

19 Vacant     

20 Vacant   Staff 

21 Vacant   Bontempo, Christina  

22 Vacant    Ladner, Robert  

23 Vacant      

24 Vacant      

Quorum = 7    
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IV. Floor Open to the Public 

 

Ms. Iglesias opened the floor to the public with the following statement: 

 

“During the 2013 session, the Florida Legislature passed Senate Bill 50 which requires state, county and municipal 

boards to provide members of the public a ‘reasonable opportunity to be heard’ on items and matters before the 

board. On items that are on today’s agenda, members of the public have an opportunity to be heard concerning 

each of the items.  If there is anyone who wishes to be heard, I invite you to speak now.  Each person will be given 

three minutes to speak.  Please begin by stating your name and address for the record before you talk about your 

concerns.” 

 

There were no comments.  The floor was then closed. 

 

V. Review/Approve Minutes of March 28, 2019 

    

Members reviewed the meeting minutes of March 28, 2019 (copy on file).  Two corrections were noted on page 3, 

under the “Hispanic Initiative” report:    

- “Ms. Rojas announced the group held an event in February in Little Havana for Pride Days.” should read, “Ms. 

Rojas announced the group held an event in February in Little Havana for Getting to Zero.”; and  

- The next meeting date is March 26, not March 29.  

 

Motion to approve the minutes of March 28, 2019 as corrected. 

Moved: Matilde Zayas  Seconded: Francesco Duberli Motion: Passed   

 

VI. Membership                  
 

 April Vacancy Report 

 

The report of Partnership and Committee vacancies was included in the meeting materials (copy on file).  

Members were encouraged to promote membership opportunities. Staff advised that tickets for the Community 

Coalition Committee dinner meeting, “Membership May,” were available at the meeting and asked members 

to give the tickets to clients or other community members as an invitation to attend the meeting and to encourage 

Partnership and committee membership. 

 

Members had three forms in their packets which staff asked them to complete and return: 2018 Source of Income 

Statement (required for all County Advisory Board Members); 2019 Contact Update Sheet; and Media Release 

Form.  The Media Release Form is voluntary and members were encouraged to complete the form so they could 

be filmed for inclusion in Partnership promotional videos. 

 

 New Member Review 

 

The committee received two applications for membership: Schedline Daumervil of Community Rightful 

Center, and Tajma Darlington of Pridelines.  Applicants introduced themselves and stated their interest in 

joining the committee.  Members voted to accept both applicants as new members: 

 

Motion to accept Schedline Daumervil as a member of the Prevention Committee. 

Moved: Angela Mooss Seconded: Ron Ledain Motion: Passed 

 

Motion to accept Tajma Darlington as a member of the Prevention Committee. 

Moved: Rodney Branch Seconded: Francesco Duberli Motion: Passed 

 

Ms. Daumervil and Mr. Darlington were welcomed as new members. 
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VII. Standing Business 
 

 Partnership Report 

 

Staff noted the April 15, 2019 Partnership Report in the meeting packet (copy on file).  The committee’s 

motions relating to Integrated Plan updates were approved. Further discussion on activities relating to 

education deliverables will be held at the Joint Integrated Plan Review Team meeting in May. 

 

 Prevention Mobilization Meetings          

 

- Hispanic Initiative (Iniciativa Hispana)     Vanessa Rojas 

 

Ms. Rojas announced the group’s March 26 meeting included a presentation by Latinos in Action of 

Broward County.  The two groups will be collaborating on future events; details pending. 

 

The next meeting is at NOVA in Kendall.  The meeting will include planning for the October 15 National 

Latinx AIDS Awareness Day (NLAAD) events, which are tentatively taking place in Little Havana.  

 

- Black Initiatives Network (BIN)   Praveena Saxena 

 

Ms. Saxena announced the BIN and Black Treatment Advocates Network (BTAN) collaboration 

involves a BTAN-Black AIDS Institute three-day training which will either take place June 12-14 or June 

19-21.   

 

The BIN is seeking Outreach, Finance, and Education captains which mirrors the BTAN chapter 

structure. 

 

On May 8, the BIN will host an event at the laundromat at 4900 NW 22nd Avenue.  The event will include 

testing and education; participants will be able to wash and dry two loads of laundry for free during the 

event. 

 

A Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) summit is being planned for the Summer. 

 

For National Caribbean American HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, June 8, the BIN is working on a 

collaboration with Mount Cavalry Church for events to include representatives from a variety of 

Caribbean nations. 

 

For National HIV Testing Day, June 27, the BIN is collaborating with Walgreens to provide testing at 

about 14 locations around the County; volunteers are needed. 

 

The next BIN meeting is scheduled for May 16. 

 

- MSM Collaborative   Luigi Ferrer 

 

Mr. Ferrer announced the Miami Collaborative met on April 10 at FDOH and discussed the National 

HIV/AIDS Strategies (NHAS), including four key initiatives: routinized HIV testing and targeted HIV 

testing for high-risk populations; increased access to PrEP and Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP); Test 

and Treat/Rapid Access (TTRA); and community mobilization. 

 

The group heard a report on the Florida Gay Men’s Workgroup and the 2019 National HIV Prevention 

Conference.  The meeting included a debriefing on the Gay AIDS Festival and other events that took 

place in February and March, as well as breakout sessions to discuss individual agencies’ roles in the 
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community and future event planning, particularly how to coordinate services to avoid duplication of 

services. 

 

- Miami-Dade County Public Schools (MDCPS) Update            
 

Jean-Michael Bouciquot reported contracts with FDOH have been renewed and the ninth school has been 

approved for offering testing.  Seven health expos have been planned; five have already concluded, including a 

“night school” at William H. Turner Technical Arts High School at which about ten people were tested. 

 

VIII. New Business    

 

 Presentation: Intersectionality of HIV and Domestic/Intimate Partner Violence     Francesco Duberli 

 

Mr. Duberli presented data and recent headlines about domestic violence and the impact on people with HIV.  

The presentation (copy on file) highlighted the risks and vulnerabilities people with HIV face when they are 

living with domestic violence and how an abusive partner uses HIV to control a victim.  For instance, being 

“outed” by an abusive partner, having an abusive partner who withholds medication and treatment or makes 

accessing treatment dangerous or threatening, or having little access to legal or social service assistance due 

to threat or history of violence.  For the same reasons, even prevention options (such as using PrEP) are 

difficult to access for a person in an abusive relationship. 

 

Mr. Duberli noted how sexual assault, domestic and psychological violence, and sex trafficking all lead to 

higher risk for contracting HIV. Additional risks are experienced by persons in the LQBTQ community 

although the occurrence of violence for LGBTQ persons is not properly counted at this time. 

 

Service providers should be educated on the warning signs that a client is in a dangerous relationship and 

should also be educated as to the language to use with persons who are either experiencing or at risk of 

domestic violence. Members recommended further training on this topic would be beneficial to service 

providers. 

 

 Presentation: National HIV Prevention Conference Update            Joey Wynn 

 

Mr. Wynn presented on the highlights of the March 18-21, 2019 National HIV Prevention Conference held 

in Atlanta, Georgia.  He reported that federal agencies were well-coordinated and up to date on epidemiology 

and were current in using “People First” language in presentations.  There were more than 3,000 attendees 

from a broad range of service providers, locations, and disciplines. 

 

The conference highlighted the U.S. Ending the HIV Epidemic (EtHE) initiative and the 90-90-90 treatment 

target for 2020: 90% of all people living with HIV will know their HIV status; 90% of all people with 

diagnosed HIV infection will receive sustained antiretroviral therapy; and 90% of all people receiving 

antiretroviral therapy will have viral suppression.  Seven areas in Florida, including Miami-Dade County 

have been designated to receive funding for the EtHE initiative.  Additional prevention options outside of 

PrEP/Truvada are expected to be available soon. Syringe exchange was also discussed as a prevention 

practice that will continue to be explored as a best practice.   

 

The conference emphasized the need for service delivery systems to be more coordinated and stop operating 

in “silos”.  All funding streams and service providers need to work together to pool and maximize resources. 

Targeting geographic hotspots, special populations (Hispanic MSM), and promoting services through social 

media were also discussed.   

 

Major policy changes for health departments and Federally Qualified Health Centers are coming in the near 

future and will be tied to the policies around the EtHE initiative, which is part of the National HIV/AIDS 
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Strategy (NHAS). The NHAS will be updated in 2020. The Presidential Advisory Council on 

HIV/AIDS (PACHA) has been reassembled and has good representation from Florida legislators.  

 

IX. Announcements 

 

Staff reminded members about the three forms in their meeting packets: 2019 Contact Update Sheet, 2018 Source 

of Income Form, and Media Release Form.  Members were asked to complete and return the forms to staff.   

 

Staff announced the annual Needs Assessment dates in June and encouraged members to attend and promote the 

dates to clients.   

 

Mr. Duberli announced the Hispanic Affairs Advisory Board Immigration Symposium on May 22 at Doral City 

Hall.  Immigration lawyers will be advising on new immigration laws.  The meeting is free and open the public.  

Staff will distribute details.   

 

X. Next Meeting 

 

Mr. Bennett announced the next meeting is Joint Integrated Plan Review Team (JIPRT) on May 20 at the United 

Way Ansin Building. 

 

XI. Adjournment 

 

Ms. Iglesias called for a motion to adjourn. 

 

Motion to adjourn. 

Moved: Barbara Kubilus    Seconded: Diego Shmuels    Motion: Passed 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:28 a.m. 
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