
Thank you for joining today’s  

Community Coalition  

Roundtable Luncheon 
 

Zoom Attendees!   

Please chat your name to have your attendance recorded. 
 

In-Person Attendees!   

Please sign in to have your attendance recorded. 

 

Reference documents for today’s meeting are on  

online at http://aidsnet.org/meeting-documents/  

 

http://aidsnet.org/meeting-documents/


  

Please mute or turn off all cellular devices. 

For more information about the Community Coalition, please contact Christina Bontempo,  

(305) 445-1076 x106 or cbontempo@behavioralscience.com.  

 

Follow Us: www.aidsnet.org | facebook.com/HIVPartnership | twitter.com/HIVPartnership  | instagram.com/hiv_partnership 

 

 
 

Community Coalition Roundtable 

 

Monday, September 27, 2021 

12:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

Empower “U”, Inc., 7900 NW 27th Avenue, Suite C3A, 

Miami, FL 33147 & via Zoom 

 

AGENDA 
 

Business Items 

Call to Order/Introductions/Resource Persons, Sannita Vaughn 

Review/Approve Agenda, Members 

Review/Approve Minutes of August 30, 2021, Members 

Committee Officer Updates, All 

 

Membership 

Committee Member Applicants, All 

Partnership Member Applicants, All 

 

Roundtable 

Floor Open to the Public, Sannita Vaughn 

Special Presentation: “People Living with HIV”, Sam Quintero, Janssen IDV Community Liaison 

Announcements, aidsnet.org/community-news/events  

 

Special Thanks! 
Special thanks to our event host, Empower “U”, Inc and  

Janssen Infectious Diseases & Vaccines for providing lunch!

 

 

Join us for the next Community Coalition Roundtable Luncheon!  

Monday, October 25, 2021  

12 Noon – 2 PM 

mailto:cbontempo@behavioralscience.com
http://www.aidsnet.org/
http://facebook.com/HIVPartnership
http://twitter.com/HIVPartnership
http://www.instagram.com/hiv_partnership/
file://///10.1.10.10/Shared%20Company%20Data/BSR-RW/PARTNERSHIP/Community%20Coalition/Agenda/2021/aidsnet.org/community-news/events
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Partnership Meeting

Housekeeping

Hybrid Meetings
(In-Person and Zoom)

Updated September 9, 2021
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Disclaimer & Code of Conduct

▪ This meeting – including audio, Zoom video and Chat Box input – is

being recorded and will become part of the public record.

▪ Members serve the interest of the Miami-Dade HIV/AIDS community 

as a whole. 

▪ Members do not serve private or personal interests, and shall endeavor 

to treat all persons, issues and business in a fair and equitable manner.
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Resource Persons

▪ Behavioral Science Research Corp. staff are the Resource Persons for 

this meeting. 

❖ Will BSR staff please identify themselves? 

❖ Please see staff after the meeting if you are interested in 

membership or if you have a question that wasn’t covered during 

the meeting.
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General Reminders – In Person Attendees

▪ Per County mandate, masks are to be worn in all County buildings.

▪ Place cell phones on mute or vibrate.  

❖ If you must take a call, please excuse yourself from the meeting.

▪ Only voting members should be seated at the meeting table.

❖ You may move your chair if concerned about social distancing.

▪ Please identify yourself by name before speaking.

▪ If you are at the table, please use the microphone.

▪ Members shall refrain from side-bar conversations in accordance with 

Florida Government in the Sunshine laws.

▪ See the front desk attendee to have your parking validated (Library

meetings only), or see Staff after the meeting for a parking sticker

(available to members of the affected community).
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General Reminders – Zoom Attendees

▪ Please remain on mute until called on by the Chair.

▪ Place cell phones on mute and turn off external devices (TVs, radios) 

▪ Use the Chat Box to:

▪ Record your name for the Roll Call

▪ Make or second a motion (members only)

▪ Vote in opposition to a motion (members only)

▪ Ask a question

▪ Ask to be recognized by the Chair to speak

▪ Chat is seen only by the moderator.
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Attendance

▪ All members are expected to arrive on time and remain throughout the 

entire meeting.

❖ If you expect to arrive late or leave early, please notify staff in 

advance of the meeting as this may impact quorum.

▪ In-Person Attendees must SIGN IN to be counted as present.

▪ Zoom Attendees must CHAT YOUR NAME to be counted as 

present.
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Meeting Participation

▪ All speakers must be recognized by the Chair.

❖ Raise your hand or chat to be recognized or added to the queue.

❖ The Chair will call on speakers in order of the queue.

▪ Discussion should be limited to the current Agenda topic or motion.  

▪ Speakers should not repeat points previously addressed.

▪ Any attendee may be permitted to address the board as time allows 

and at the discretion of the Chair.

▪ Important!

▪ Please raise your hand or chat if you need clarification about any 

terminology or acronyms used throughout the meeting.
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Resources

▪ Today’s presentation and supporting documents are online at 

http://aidsnet.org/meeting-documents/.

▪ Follow the Partnership on Facebook and Instagram!

Thank you for attending today’s meeting!

http://aidsnet.org/meeting-documents/
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Community Coalition Roundtable Luncheon 

Behavioral Science Research Corporation, 2121 Ponce de Leon Boulevard,  

Suite 240, Coral Gables, FL 33134 and via Zoom 

August 30, 2021 
 

# Members Present Absent  Guests 

1 Burks, Laurie Ann  x   Hodge, Vincent  

2 Ferrer, Luigi x   Hyde, Robert  

3 Jones, Sandra x   McIntyre, Harold  

4 Labbée, Andrea  x*   McFeely, John  

5 Mitchell, Synthia   x  McMullen, Lamar  

6 Reynolds, Brandon  x  McPhaul, Alesia  

7 Tramel, Alecia x   Neff, Travis**  

8 Vaughn, Sannita x   Perez Bermudez, Alberto  

       

16 Vacancies  Staff 

     Bontempo, Christina  

     Meizoso, Marlen  
Quorum: 4  

*Indicates attendance via Zoom 
 

**Voting member  
 

Note: All documents referenced in these minutes were accessible to members and the public prior to (and 

during) the meeting, at www.aidsnet.org/meeting-documents. This meeting was held in a hybrid format with 

attendance in-person and via Zoom.  Meeting documents were projected in the meeting room and on the Zoom 

shared screen. 

 

I. Business Items 

 

▪ Call to Order 
 

Committee Chair, Sannita Vaughn, called the roundtable to order at 12:17 p.m.  
 

▪ Resource Persons 

  

Behavioral Science Research Corp. (BSR) staff were identified as resource persons.  

 

▪ Review Agenda 

 

The committee reviewed the agenda.  Membership update was added and the presentation by John McFeely 

was moved to the first item in the Roundtable.   

 

Motion to approve the agenda with changes noted above. 

Moved: Luigi Ferrer   Seconded: Travis Neff    Motion: Passed  

 

▪ Floor Open to the Public 

  

Ms. Vaughn opened the floor to the public with the following statement:  

 

“Pursuant to Florida Sunshine Law, I want to provide the public with a reasonable opportunity to be heard 

on any item on our agenda today.  If there is anyone who wishes to be heard, I invite you to speak now.  

http://www.aidsnet.org/
http://www.aidsnet.org/meeting-documents
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Each person will be given three minutes to speak.  Please begin by stating your name and address for the 

record before you talk about your concerns.” 

 

There were no comments.  The floor was then closed. 

 

▪ Review the Minutes of July 26, 2021 

 

Members reviewed the July 26, 2021 meeting minutes (copy on file). There were no changes. 

 

Motion to approve the July 26, 2021 meeting minutes as presented.  

Moved: Alecia Tramel    Seconded: Sandra Jones   Motion: Passed  

 

▪ Membership  
 

Staff advised members that Liam Mugavin had resigned due to relocating outside of Miami-Dade County.   

 

Staff received an application for committee membership Alberto Bermudez-Perez.  Mr. Bermudez-Perez 

introduced himself and stated his interest in joining the committee.  Members asked him to confirm he will 

attend regular monthly meetings and work for the good of the HIV community as a whole.  Mr. Bermudez 

confirmed his commitment and members voted to accept his application. 

 

Motion to accept Alberto Perez-Bermudez as a member of the Community Coalition Committee. 

Moved: Luigi Ferrer    Seconded: Travis Neff      Motion: Passed  

 

Mr. Perez-Bermudez was welcomed as a new member. 

 

Guests Harold McIntyre and Lamar McMullen requested applications which can be voted at the next 

meeting. 

 

II. Roundtable 

 

▪ A Work of ART 

 

Member John McFeely presented a summary of the viral suppression communication campaign, A Work of 

ART. The campaign celebrates people with HIV as “works of ART” and seeks to reduce stigma and 

discrimination, build community trust, and create linkages between people with HIV and community 

stakeholders.  The campaign is being launched in English and Spanish, with a Spanglish version pending. 

 

Mr. McFeely and BSR staff were designated as the Work of ART liaisons representing the Miami-Dade 

HIV/AIDs Partnership.  

 

Mr. McFeely also announced the Anchor Study, a 5,000 nation-wide person study to improve anal cancer 

diagnosis and treatment.  Cards in English and Spanish promoting the study were distributed (copies on file). 

Several attendees noted problems accessing the study due to insurance billing requirements.  Mr. McFeely 

stated he would address the issue with the Anchor Study Steering Committee. 

 

▪ Testimonials 

 

Mr. Perez-Bermudez spoke briefly about his advocacy around the needs of  heterosexual Hispanic men and 

requested assistance with promoting his story through a book, social media, and a website.  

 

             

 

http://www.aidsnet.org/
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▪ Roundtable Discussion: Are you experiencing barriers to care? 

 

 Attendees held an open discussion as summarized below: 

 

- Distrust of insurance companies; having care managed through insurance company depersonalizes 

the doctor/service provider-patient relationship. 

➢ There is no longer “that one place” where you go for care; stable relationships are not built 

which leads to distrust and confusion.  

- Lack of training and/or applying tools of cultural competency leads to distrust of service providers. 

Need to acknowledge racial discrimination exists in the service system. 

- Finding specialty care is difficult with insurance and within the RWP care system. 

- Getting appointments in a timely manner is difficult. 

- ACA plans are not equipped to serve people with HIV: 

➢ Clients need to be careful because providers are not knowledgeable about HIV-care-

specific treatment 

➢ Clients are being referred to specialty care for labs and medications. 

➢ Where case management is received and by whom makes a difference in care and 

navigating the care system. 

- More peer educators/consultants/Subject Matter Experts need to be working in the service system. 

- Funds should be designated to pay peers who are currently working as volunteers. Stop exploiting 

passion and compassion since peers are the best suited to understand other persons who are HIV 

positive.  This may also apply to persons with substance use disorders. 

- More job opportunities should be geared toward people with HIV. 

- Looking for access to lung cancer screening. 

- Access to insurance is not the same as access to care. 

- Need to think of “clients” as “participants” in their healthcare and as “family” 

- Housing 

➢ No housing = no medical care 

➢ Clients may “cross the border” between Miami-Dade and Broward Counties depending on 

available services and housing which creates a disjointed care plan and being lost to care. 

➢ Unstable housing impacts Black/African American clients disproportionately. 

➢ Some landlords will not accept HOPWA funding. 

- Mental health and addiction. 

- Basic financial literacy training. 

- Get someone to teach you and then you become the teacher. 

- Follow Up with Committees 

➢ Peer Educator Service Category Review – How are peers utilized in their agencies? (Care 

and Treatment Committee) 

➢ Housing, particularly for Black/African American clients (Housing Committee) 

➢ Can peers be included in Medical Case Management training?  What kind of training is 

required for peers? (Clinical Quality Management) 

- How do incarcerated populations receive care? 

➢ What is status of Jail Linkage Coordinator?  This service is needed. 

➢ It is very easy to give up hope after release from jail/prison. 

- Clients need to be their own advocates – don’t take “no” for an answer! 

- Clients feel they are going through intake just to be counted; feel like a number not a person.  

 

▪ Announcements 

 

- Positive People Network announced an upcoming virtual event; contact Alicia McPhaul for detail: 

(786)314-0550. 

- Positive People Network support groups are ongoing. 

- Empower U is hosting a Wash and Test Event on September 11; COVID Vaccines/Booster/Testing 

http://www.aidsnet.org/
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event on September 15; and an event at Sparez Bowling Alley on September 24.  

- South Florida Men’s Wellness Conference will be held September 24-25, as a virtual event. 

- Details of events will be forwarded to staff and posted online at www.aidsnet.org.   

 

The meeting time expired; a motion was made to extend the meeting: 

 

Motion to extend the meeting by 5 minutes. 

Moved: Luigi     Seconded: Alecia Tramel  Motion: Passed 

 

▪ Next Roundtable 

 

Staff was requested to bring the follow-up letter to the Mayor regarding filling vacancies to the next 

Roundtable. 

 

The next roundtable is scheduled for September 27, 2021, at Empower “U”, Inc. 

 

▪ Adjournment 

 

Ms. Vaughn called for a motion to adjourn. 
 

Motion to adjourn. 

Moved: Alecia Tramel   Seconded: Sandra Jones  Motion: Passed 
 

The roundtable adjourned at 2:05 p.m. 

http://www.aidsnet.org/
http://www.aidsnet.org/
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Membership Applicant Report 
Community Coalition Roundtable 

September 27, 2021 

 
 

Community Coalition Committee Applicants 
 

1. Harold McIntyre 

Suggested motion:  Motion to accept Harold McIntyre as a member 

of the Community Coalition Committee. 

 

 

2. Lamar McMullen 

Suggested motion:  Motion to accept Lamar McMullen as a member 

of the Community Coalition Committee. 
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Miami-Dade HIV/AIDS Partnership Applicants 
 

1. Ana Garcia  
 

Suggested motion: Motion to recommend to the Mayor of Miami-

Dade County the appointment to the Miami-Dade HIV/AIDS 

Partnership of Ana Garcia for the seat: Representative from 

agencies receiving grants under Ryan White Part D, or from 

organizations with a history of  providing services to children, 

youth, and families. 

 

2. Harold McIntyre  
 

Suggested motion: Motion to recommend to the Mayor of Miami-

Dade County the appointment to the Miami-Dade HIV/AIDS 

Partnership of Harold McIntyre for the seat: Former inmate of a 

local, state, or federal prison who was released from custody of the 

penal system during the preceding three years and had HIV disease 

as of the date of release. 

 

 

3. Alberto Perez-Bermudez  
 

Suggested motion: Motion to recommend to the Mayor of Miami-

Dade County the appointment to the Miami-Dade HIV/AIDS 

Partnership of Alberto Perez-Bermudez for a Representative of the 

Affected Community seat designated for persons with HIV who are 

not affiliated or employed by a Ryan White Program Part A funded 

service provider and who receive one or more Ryan White Program 

Part A services. 
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Floor Open to the Public 

 

“Pursuant to Florida Sunshine Law, I want to provide the 

public with a reasonable opportunity to be heard on any 

item on our agenda today. If there is anyone who wishes 

to be heard, I invite you to speak now. Each person will 

be given three minutes to speak. Please begin by stating 

your name and address for the record before you talk 

about your concerns.  

 

“BSR has a dedicated line for statements to be read into 

the record. No statements were received.” 
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(305) 445-1076 x106 or cbontempo@behavioralscience.com.  

 

Follow Us: www.aidsnet.org | facebook.com/HIVPartnership | twitter.com/HIVPartnership  | instagram.com/hiv_partnership 

 

 
 

Community Coalition Roundtable 

 

Monday, September 27, 2021 

12:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

Empower “U”, Inc., 7900 NW 27th Avenue, Suite C3A, 

Miami, FL 33147 & via Zoom 

 

AGENDA 
 

Business Items 

Call to Order/Introductions/Resource Persons, Sannita Vaughn 

Review/Approve Agenda, Members 

Review/Approve Minutes of August 30, 2021, Members 

Committee Officer Updates, All 

 

Membership 

Committee Member Applicants, All 

Partnership Member Applicants, All 

 

Roundtable 

Floor Open to the Public, Sannita Vaughn 

Special Presentation: “People Living with HIV”, Sam Quintero, Janssen IDV Community Liaison 

Announcements, aidsnet.org/community-news/events  

 

Special Thanks! 
Special thanks to our event host, Empower “U”, Inc and  

Janssen Infectious Diseases & Vaccines for providing lunch!

 

 

Join us for the next Community Coalition Roundtable Luncheon!  

Monday, October 25, 2021  

12 Noon – 2 PM 

mailto:cbontempo@behavioralscience.com
http://www.aidsnet.org/
http://facebook.com/HIVPartnership
http://twitter.com/HIVPartnership
http://www.instagram.com/hiv_partnership/
file://///10.1.10.10/Shared%20Company%20Data/BSR-RW/PARTNERSHIP/Community%20Coalition/Agenda/2021/aidsnet.org/community-news/events
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