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Medical Care Subcommittee Meeting 
Behavioral Science Research 

2121 Ponce de Leon Blvd., Ste. 230, Coral Gables, FL 33134 and Zoom 
January 28, 2022 

          Approved February 25, 2022    

 

# 

  

Members Present 

 

Absent Guests 

 

1 Baez, Ivet  x Manuel Casas, DMD*  

2 Bauman, Dallas x*  Dr. Lawrence Friedman*  

3 Cortes, Wanda x  Nicola Kemmerer*  

4 Dougherty, James x  Brad Mester*  

5 Goubeaux, Robert x  Carla Valle-Schwenk  

6 Palacios, Carlos x*    

7 Pinero, Carmen  x   

8 Romero, Javier x    

9 Thornton, Darren x    

10 Torres, Johann x  Staff 

11 Vasquez, Silvana x*  Christina Bontempo* Robert Ladner 

Quorum: 5                      *virtual attendance Barbara Kubilus* Marlen Meizoso 

 
 

Note that all documents referenced in these minutes were accessible to members and the public prior to (and during) 

the meeting, at www.aidsnet.org/meeting-documents.  

 

I. Call to Order 
 
Carlos Palacios, the Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:39 a.m. He introduced himself and welcomed                     
everyone. 
  
II. Meeting Rules and Housekeeping 

 

Dr. Robert Goubeaux reviewed the meeting rules and housekeeping presentation (copy on file), which provided the 

ground rules and reminders for the meeting. He also identified Behavioral Science Research (BSR) staff as resource 

persons for the meeting. If anyone had any questions, they were invited to speak to BSR after the meeting.  

 

III. Roll Call and Introductions 

 

The Chair requested members and guests introduce themselves around the room. Staff introduced those members and 

guests participating via Zoom. 

 

IV. Floor Open to the Public 

 

Dr. Goubeaux read the following: “Pursuant to Florida Sunshine Law, I want to provide the public with a reasonable 

opportunity to be heard on any item on our agenda today. If there is anyone who wishes to be heard, I invite you to 

speak now. Each person will be given three minutes to speak. Please begin by stating your name and address for the 

record before you talk about your concerns.”  

 

“BSR has a dedicated phone line and email for statements to be read into the record. No statements were received.” 

                                                                       

http://www.aidsnet.org/meeting-documents
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There were no comments, so the floor was closed. 

 

V. Review/Approve Agenda 

 

The Subcommittee reviewed the agenda. 

   

Motion to accept the agenda as presented. 

Moved: James Dougherty   Second: Dr. Javier Romero                 Motion: Passed 

 

VI. Special Discussion: Oral Health Care Issues  

 

Marlen Meizoso indicated that there were five oral health care items to review today, and these were detailed in the 

oral health care issues sheet (copy on file).  The first issue is regarding setting a performance measure base line.  

Additional data were requested, and these data were provided as Attachment One.  The question before the group 

was what threshold should be selected for the percent of medically case managed clients who should receive oral 

health care (under the control of the medical case managers), and the percent of clients who receiving oral health care 

who should receive an annual oral examination (under the control of the oral health care providers, using the specific 

D-codes stipulated by HRSA/HAB for oral examinations).  An oral health provider and former member of the oral 

health care workgroup provided some input and inquired what the agency specific ranges existed for these 

percentages.  This item was tabled until the following meeting with oral health care items, pending production of the 

subrecipient-specific percentages for these two client health outcome measures. 

 

The second item related to dental implants.  A request was made to consider the feasibility of the Ryan White Program 

paying for implants.  Other EMAs in South Florida were consulted, and they do not pay for that service.  Two 

programs who offer dental education do offer the service, but the service is not free.  In certain situations, an implant 

would improve quality of life.  Clients would need to have 2-4 teeth to anchor structures and attach a complete 

overdenture.  Implants are very expensive, and funding is not unlimited.  Sometimes crowns done elsewhere fail and 

replacing a crown would resolve issues.  Staff will ask oral health providers for estimated utilization for special 

circumstances. 

 

The third item related to the limitations on oral health care services.  Currently the cap is $6,500 per client in a fiscal 

year. This is higher than other EMAs but if any new codes were to be added utilization would be influenced Further 

discussion on this and the implant item were tabled until the following meeting with oral health care items. 

 

The Oral Health Care service definition was reviewed (copy on file).  Edits were suggested to update the language 

for 2022, no additional changes were request.  The Subcommittee approved the service description as presented. 

 

Motion to accept the Oral Health Care service definition, as presented. 

Moved: James Dougherty   Second: Wanda Cortes   Motion: Passed  

 

The Subcommittee also reviewed the Miami-Dade County Ryan White Program Oral Health Care Standards (copy 

on file).  Some suggestions were made on the document to change some technical language particularly certified 

referral to internal referrals and SDIS to programs data system. 

 

Motion to accept the changes to the Oral Health Services standards as discussed. 

Moved: Dr. Johann Torres   Second: James Dougherty   Motion: Passed  

 

VII. Review/Approve Minutes of November 19, 2021  

 

Members reviewed the minutes of November 19, 2021.  Dr. Romero requested two changes to page 2 to clarify 

statements.  Add “ACA marketplace requires” to statement “Clients must be documented…” and strike the statement 

“The lower FPL levels… clients (11.2%)”.  The Subcommittee accepted the minutes with those changes. 
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Motion to accept the minutes of November 19, 2021 with the changes noted. 

Moved: Dr. Javier Romero  Second:  Dr. Johann Torres                                         Motion: Passed  

 

VIII.  Reports 

▪ Membership Vacancies                                              All 

 
Mrs. Meizoso referenced the membership vacancy report (copy on file) and reviewed the vacancies on the 

Subcommittee.  She indicated that Dr. Lawrence Friedman had completed an application for membership on the 

Medical Care Subcommittee.  Dr. Friedman introduced himself and indicated his interest in rejoining.  The 

Subcommittee voted to accept him as a member. 

 

Motion to accept Dr. Lawrence Friedman as a member of the Medical Care Subcommittee. 
Moved: Dr. Javier Romero  Second:  Dr. Johann Torres                                         Motion: Passed  

 
▪ Ryan White Program                             Carla Valle-Schwenk 

 
Ms. Valle-Schwenk presented the Ryan White Program (RWP) report, complied January 2022 (copy on file).  As of 

November 2021, the RWP has served 7,918 unduplicated clients.  Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program Services Report 

(RSR) is due shortly.  The current contract year is almost over, and the new grant year begins March 1.  A partial 

award has been received which is 42% of the YR 22 formula, and less for MAI.  Level funding is expected.  At the 

end of November, the program served 7,900 clients.  The County is working with Department of Health to get 

reciprocal eligibility.  Florida EMAs and the Department of Health are working on developing policies related to the 

HRSA policy clarification. There are 2,200 clients enrolled in ACA plans, 186 of whom are below 100% FPL. 

 

▪ ADAP Program                                 Dr. Javier Romero 

 
Dr. Javier Romero referenced the January 2022 report (copy on file).  He reviewed the number of clients enrolled 

and expenditures for both ADAP Pharmacy and Premium Plus.  Premium Plus payments are over $2.3 million. 

Current expenditures for both pharmacies as of December total over $21 million dollars each.  Clients are being 

updated retroactively be open to January 1 in ADAP.  The state has signed a contract with the new pharmacy benefits 

manager (PBM), Magellan. The new PBM has a series of 340B pharmacies.  Contracts with other 340B pharmacies 

are being worked on.  Clients would be locked to a location for six months.  Additional details are still being worked 

on  

 

▪ Partnership Report                        Marlen Meizoso 

 
Mrs. Meizoso referenced the Partnership report (copy on file), indicating the motions made at the December meeting. 

 

VII..    Standing Business 

 

▪ Officer Elections 

 
Mrs. Meizoso reviewed the officer memo (copy on file). Carlos Palacios, although eligible for another year, indicated 

he would not be able to continue to participate as Chair.  The Subcommittee thanked him for his service, and he 

thanked them for the opportunity.  Dr. Robert Goubeaux indicated he could be the Chair and James Dougherty 

volunteered to be Vice Chair.  The Subcommittee voted to accept the two candidates. 

 
Motion to elect Dr. Robert Goubeaux as Chair and James Dougherty as Vice Chair. 

Moved: Dr. Johann Torres   Second: Dr. Darren Thornton  Motion: Passed 
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▪ Service Descriptions-Mental Health and Substance Abuse           All 

 

The service delivery descriptions for Mental Health Therapy and Substance Abuse (copies on file) were reviewed. 

The following suggestions were made to mental health services: 

• Revised suggested language on following DCF to “Note: Following Florida Department of Children and 

Family (DCF) terminology, clients are now referred to as individuals served.” 

• Change “diagnosis” to “diagnostic” 

• Add “development” in front of “treatment plan” 

 

Motion to accept the mental health service description as amended. 

Moved: Dr. Johann Torres   Second: James Dougherty   Motion: Passed 

 

The service description to substance abuse was reviewed and the following changes were suggested: 
Same revision as in other description, revised suggested language on following DCF to “Note: Following Florida 

Department of Children and Family (DCF) terminology clients are now referred to as individuals served (pg. 114) 

• Change “self-control” to “self-determination” 

• Change “mutual aid” to “peer support” 

• Change “introduce” to “incorporate” 

• Add “A” to beginning sentence “Residential”  

• Change “treatment” to “episode” 

• Delete “graduating” and replace with “stepping down or completing” 

• Add to “after care” the statement “And providers shall attempt a warm hand off to substance abuse outpatient 

where appropriate” 

• Add “s” to “disorder” 

• Change “neuro-psychiatric pharmaceuticals” to “psychopharmacological interventions, and substance abuse 

education” 

• Add “also include” after “may” 

• Capitalize “assisted”, change “therapy” to “treatment” and add “(MAT)” 

• Add “after disorders” the phrase “e.g., ASAM ® level of care determination tool” 

• Strike “his/hers/their” and change to “clients” 

 

Motion to accept the substance abuse service description with changes. 

Moved: Dr. Johann Torres   Second: Wanda Cortes   Motion: Passed 

 

▪ HIV and Aging                             All 

 

The Subcommittee reviewed a variety of topics on HIV and aging derived partly from a HRSA article distributed at 

the November meeting (copy on file).  Twelve topics with subtopics were proposed and the committee selected which 

topics to address for the February to May meetings as follows: 

• February-diabetes and kidney disease 

• March-dementia and other neurocognitive disorders; depression, and eyesight/hearing diminishes 

• April-cardiovascular disease 

• May-liver diseases and STIs 

Three main items to focus on are what issues are faced; how to treat these, and what is missing in the system?  An 

invitation to a physician who works with geriatric patients may be advisable.  At the May meeting the remaining 

topics can be revisited for date assignment. 

 

IX. New Business 

 

▪ Pregnancy and Allowable Conditions List                          All 
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The subcommittee reviewed and revised the Allowable Conditions list (copy on file) to include pregnancy since this 

is not listed. The current category genitourinary/gynecology would need to include obstetrics. The Subcommittee 

made a motion for the addition and resorting of the list on the allowable medical conditions list. 

 

Motion to add obstetrics to genitourinary/gynecology specialty and pregnancy as a condition to the allowable 

medical conditions list.  

Moved: James Dougherty   Second: Dr. Johann Torres   Motion: Passed 

 

▪ Discussion: Gender-Affirming Care                  All 

The Subcommittee reviewed the HRSA letter regarding gender-affirming care (copy on file).  Gender-

affirming care will be discussed at next month’s meeting.  Anyone with specialty knowledge on this item 

within agencies is invited to attend the next meeting. 
 

IX. Announcements 

 

Mrs. Meizoso indicated annual disclosure forms will be sent out.  In addition, the financial disclosure will start to go 

out in February.  Please complete all forms and forward these as soon as possible.  She also emphasized the 

importance of RSVPing to meetings to ensure quorum.  If staff forwards a request for verification of participation, 

please reply. 

 

X. Next Meeting 

 

The next Subcommittee is scheduled for February 25, 2022. 

 

XI. Adjournment 

 

Dr. Goubeaux adjourned the meeting at 11:30 a.m. 


